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1. Name of Property D0Q501n/Esquivel House
historic name Dodson House PART OF: Menlo Park MPS

other names/site number

2. Location
street & number 1004 W, ATlameda Street NA] not for publication
city, town Tucson WA vicinity
state Arizona code AZ county Pima code 019 zip cods 85745
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
@ private @ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [ 1district 1 0 buildings
D public-State [:l sile sites
D public-Federal |:] structure structures

] object objects

1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Menlo Park listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[B:omination Drequesl for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my mﬂgn, the property meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheel. _

Bl Pl P aoplalons ’Q//?/Z/}"

Dar(e

Signl;tir'?/ai certifying official / =
NE 2

S F) po e
TAAL Ll i //w&m za%:% %slcce/t——f

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Jmeets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. [[Jsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

S. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[Jentered in the National Register.
DSoe continuation sheet.
Ddelerminad eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.
Ddatermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Iremoved from the National Register.
[:Iother. (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories frc... instructions) Current Functior.. enter categories from instructions)

Domestic - Single dwelling Dome_s‘tilc; - Single dwelling .

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

! i 3 foundation COT}CI‘E te
Spanish Colonial Revival walls brick

roof flat, laid composition
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY

The Dodson/Esquivel house, 1004 W. Alameda Street (Survey #15-10), is an early
20th century residence located in the Menlo Park Neighborhood Survey Area on the
northwest corner of the intersection of Grande Avenue and Alameda Street. The
house is an excellent example of a locally significant Spanish Colonial Revival style
house; a representative of the late 19th and 20th century Revivals in the Survey Area.
The house is a stuccoed, parapet walled variation of the typical Spanish Colonial
Revival style, and has a typical asymmetrical facade ornamented with Moorish
decorative details. The Dodsorn/Esquivel house is larger and of more complex
massing than most other Spanish Colonial Revival style buildings in the Neighborhood.
Other than the conversion of the garage to a guest house and minor modifications to
the house interior, the house has experienced very few alterations over the years and
remains an intact example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style for which it is
considered significant.

SITE AND SETTING

The Dodson/Esquivel house is located on its original south 100’ of lots 9 and 10 of
Block 11 of the Menlo Park Subdivision. Believed to have been constructed around
1921 by owner James Dodson, the residence was situated in a portion of Menlo Park
where there was a higher density of historic era construction, the greatest proportion of
which was of the Bungalow style.

CONSTRUCTION

The Dodson/Esquivel house is constructed of plastered, brick walls on a concrete
foundation. The parapet walls are partially capped with a red, pressed metal roofing
material which resembles Spanish tile. The raised fioor and flat roof are of wood frame
construction. Lintels are of wood and windows are pine casement. The residence is
omamented with decorative, cast concrete detailing.

[X] see continuation shest
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ORIGINAL APPEARANCE

The Dodson/Esquivel house had an informal, asymmetrical main facade, with a pent
roof sheltered front door on Alameda Street. However, the side facing Grande Avenue,
the important north-south street in Menlo Park, was more ornate. There was a very
small porch serving the entry. The residence was massed in a U configuration about a
central, rear patio, reflecting different wings with different functions. There was a one-
car garage to the west of the residence. The Dodson/Esquivel House was perhaps
most noteworthy for its ormamentation in a neighborhood where most residences, other
than the Prairie House at 203 N. Grande Avenue, had been unornamented. The
parapets were capped near the building corners with pressed metal, tile-like sheathing.
The bedroom wing, projecting from the south facade, was capped with a partial hip
roof, sheathed in pressed metal. The main window serving the living room, which
looked out upon Grande Avenue, was surrounded by an intricate, cast concrete,
Moorish inspired decoration of intertwined geometric forms, supported on spiral
patterned, concrete columns. A smaller, decorative surround was placed around the
window associated with the south facing, projecting bedroom. Ornamental, concrete
urns were located atop the parapets in strategic locations. The windows were wood
casement, with eight panes.

ORIGINAL INTERIOR

The Dodsor/Esquivel house was a two bedroom, one bath residence with five rooms.
The original interior was striking for its contrast of dark wood trim casings, lintels and
built-in features with its plastered walls. The house had Bungalow-like wood work
qualities of an almost Western flair in the living room and dining room. Moldings,
simplified in the bedroom wing, were more typical for the period. The bedrooms had
picture moldings. The floors were of oak in the more public portions of the house and fir
in the bedrooms. The focal point of the living room was an omamented fireplace with a
firebox surround of tile in a Western motif. The ceiling level was also higher in the
living room. The house featured built-in amenities such as bookcases, a dinette and
buffet. The dining room buffet was part of a composition typical of the historic era, with
windows on either side. The house may have had a screened porch to the rear at one
time.

CURRENT APPEARANCE AND ALTERATIONS

The alterations have been very minor to the Dodson/Esquivel house, with the
exception of the garage to guest house conversion, possible enclosure of a screened
porch and remodelling of the kitchen. The main massing, materials and workmanship
of the house are intact. Its condition is good and the integrity of the house has not
been compromised by modifications.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the ¢ ficance of this property in relation to other,  erties:

D nationally D statewide mlocally

Applicable National Register Criteria DA e [Xlc (o
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA []8 [Jc [Io [Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture

1905-1941 1921

Cultural Affiliation

NA

Significant Person Architect/Builder

James Dodson

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Dodson/Esquivel House is one of two more elaborate Spanish Colonial Revival
style residences in the Menlo Park Neighborhood Survey Area. As a representative of
the late 19th and 20th century Revivals, the house is locally significant under National
Register Criterion C for its role in architectural development in Tucson from 1905 to

1941. The Dodson/Esquivel house is an excellent example of a popular style in a city
with strong Hispanic roots.

OWNERSHIP

The first individual to purchase the south half of lots 9 and 10, Block 11 of the Menlo
Park Subdivision from Pima Realty Co. was a gentleman named Steinbrugge. The
property apparently changed hands as it was purchased by James Dodson in 1921
from Benedict, a member of the Pima Realty Co. In the same year, Mr. Dodson took a
loan with Southern Arizona Brick and Lumber, so he must have started construction at
that time. James Dodson achieved local notoriety in the 1920’s as the owner of the
parcel upon which Sentinel Peak stands. This parcel was being used for commercial
purposes, such as quarrying of rock, at that time. A city-wide “Save the Peak”
movement was started to secure A Mountain as a city park. Individuals such as Henry
E. Schwalen and Henry O. Jastaad supported the city's case. The city eventually

won, after many months of public hearings. The present owner of the Dodson/Esquivel
house is Judy Esquivel.

[Z] Ses continuation sheet
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INTEGRITY

Other than the minor modifications previously mentioned, there have been
no substantive changes to the Dodson/Esquivel house. An excellent
example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the Dodson/Esquivel house
remains sufficiently unaltered so that its massing, materials and
workmanship reflect the architectural qualities for which the property is
considered significant.



9. Major Bibliographical Refere. 2s

Deed between Pima Realty Co. and Henry P. Steinbrugge, August 11, 1917
Records from Ticor Title Insurance

The Tucson Citizen, May 30, 1926

DSee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:lpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [ X] state historic preservation office
[:]previously listed in the National Register [Jother State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register []Federal agency
designated a National Historic Landmark DLocai government
recorded by Historic American Buildings DUnivarsity
Survey # D Other
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property less than ovne

UTM Reference.

AlL2] (210,111,005 (3,56,5/8,9,0, gl o Ldadis o d Lot
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

clLod Ly by Ll e byl o3 NI A I T T O T O B

|:]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the nominated property are those of tax parcel

number 116-18-157A, further described as the south 100' of lots
9 & 10 of block 11 of the Menlo Park Subdivision.

DSea continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include the parcels above as originally platted. This
is the present and historic extent of the property

DSea continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Janet Strittmatter, Project Coordinator
organization ___Johns & Strittmatter -Inc. date _february 9, 1992
street & number 2960 N. Swan, # 217 telephone (602) 325-2591

city or town Tucson state ___Arizona zip code 85712



| nfnru:.;d;w HE/EBY CZRTIFY, That Goorge 0. Bield end imn Nettie Rield, his

| ¥ifs personally .-rwn to ze to be the same mrsams whose names are sabsoribed

'rto the foregoy ~ * sh'm-u!. appsared before s thi= day in person, md sak-
novledged that they signed. sesled and delivered the said Inltrm-n? as their
free and vcluntary lct: fcrf th; uses and parposes inerein sut forth, including

[ the release and waiver of ﬂu' 'rigi:t of ho::lstu_d.

! GIVEN under =y hd and “otarial seal, this £od day of Aogust, 4.D..
' +

917. ! .

: Salg oy L Ernest E.Danke, Netary Publio
{ (Rotarial 8eal) ..t -
iPiltd and recorded at X‘gmst of Juoson Realty & Trust Co. dug. 10 4.D. }91'?.

i at 11:55 4. M, . )
-Be Bs Vicson, Comty Recerder,

’, . 'f
By e Ay S d.puty_-_:_

i L\ . : THIS IHDENTURE Made the 10th day of lngut; between FIMA RRLLTY 0., :
'UO ﬂk 1: 2 corporaticn duly organized. created by and existing under end by virtce of the
“\3\\? _'lul oi the State of .1.!.‘11:01::&; and having its mrincipal place of business at the -
& , ounty of Fizs. State of irimna. Perty of the first part, md Henry P. :
W A (' Bteinbrugge (single) of tte party of.:......the perty of the second part,
'\U\\\\j*‘“ T GITNESSETH That the said parties of the first part, for and in con- .
%‘(‘D ‘elderation of the sum of Ten Dollars lewful mnay of the United States of
: , dmerica, to them in hand paid by party of the secced part, the ncni;t vhereof
is hereby acknowledged. does by these esenis bergain, sell, oonvey and oonfim

unto the waig perty of the secord rart and to his heirs and assigns forever, all
that ocertain lot, piece or parcel of land sitoate, lying and being in the Coanty
1 ©f Pima, State of Arimne, and bounded &nd descrihed as follows, to wit; ¥

7be South kaif (5%) of Lots Kine (9 end Ten (10) in Blook
{1301 liem1o. Park Supares oyhize. (9) Conntkrlrima agoording
to the official map and plat of said Kemlo k =ade by X. C :
Dietrioch and on file in the office of the Coutty Recordors office,
of Fl?n‘zTotmt'_r. Arizona, in Bock (3) of Maps and Plats, at

Together with a1l md.sirgnlar the tancmntn; hereéitarents and appur-
tenanoes thereunto belonging ar in anywise appertainizg, end the rents, issues
@d Folits therwof: am also all the astate, rigt. title, interest, property,
poesescion, clair gnd dlmml_mtsonu-. 83 well in law ap in oquity, of the
said mrty of the first rart, nr; or to the said prcn.ir.u: and every part and
parcel thereof, with the eopurtenarcces. . Ak

In consideration of the covenmts berein, the gaid party of the A
sscond part agree for hia beirs, executors, administrators snd assigns, that in ¢

the event of auy of them boilding wpon meid Prerises. md every part and
peroel thereof, with the mppurtenances.




In corgideration of the covenants mnin. the said party of the gecond .
part egréa.. for his heirs. execctors, sdmdnintrators and assigns, thet in the svemt f
o{ acy of them building vpon sald premdses 1bove desoribed, to build a dwelling to i
oo.: mot less than two thousand collars ($2000.00) eaid éwelling to face South East |
and sot back from the Bouth Rast property line of said South balf of lots (9) and !
1(10) oot less than [birty (30) feet: and in the eveat of the failumre’ of the party i
of the second pnrt or his heirs, txmtori. adnlr.ilh-nton or usigu. to corrly ;
vith and keep the above cord itions and oovenzts, the within desoribed property ]
;is to revert to wd becoms the property of the party of the first part hereim, its E
i successors and apeigns, absolutely, as end for liguidated damages fcr the breach of |
. 82id conditions and ocovénmnts. In further consideration of the ooniitmn- and _ [
counants berein, party of tha seocodad part agree.. spd binds his heira, uccutor-. i
‘administrators and assigns, that the premises above described shall nmever be sold I
to & per=om or persoms of Hegro desoent, md further agres that in the event of his |
"hl ure or the failpre of his heirs, exeoutors, ad-inisttators or assigns to corply ‘
vith or keep the conditiona and covenants contains@ in this elause,’ths said

“above described pronises are to revert to and becoms the property of said party

of thé fivet prt, its sucoessors and assigns, abeolutely, am gnd for liquidated
denmgtl for the breach of this condition and covenant. The above conditions and
notenahtn to be binding upon the party of the secord part, his keirs, executors,
'adming strators and assigns, from the datd hereof, until June 1st, 1562.

TO EiAVE AND TO HOLD, subject to the omﬂihou and covenants above set
fur‘.h all szd singular the above described mwenises, unto the said party of the
“second part, his heirs and assigns forever.

IK W1TKESS WTHERZOP, the said varty of the first part has caused these :
presents to hé exocuted by its President, md attested by its Sheretary, theremto ' .
duly authorized, the dey and ysar first above written.

F1¥A BRALTY CO.
By Jobn Relson, Vice President.

'ATT':".ST; '
Bobartu. Secretery . Fi-a Rnlty Co,

ts«u]
‘ Al
Sql'T.- oF .RELGIIJ } & i ;.-“l !.l i
. 8n.
County of “ira '\

This instrument was ackrorledged befors =a Thim 11th day of Jngust 191'7
by Jobhn llelson, as Vice President , and J. L, Eobaris. as Secratary, nspootluly.
of Pima Fealty Co., a oo .

Ky commis:ionfexpires Fadl 18Ty 13, 1520.

(Hotarial Seal) ~ II':-.‘\ , Geos T, L'yara- Hotary Public.
Filed md reccrded at ¥3oest of E F. Steinbrugge, dug. 11, 4. D, 1917, at 4:55 Fells
- R. E. Vioson, County B.oordtr i

o -

k]

b . J- e 7 deputy.
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UNDAY, MAY, 1926 Ny 30 - 116 TIIE TUCSON CITIZEN

S ence, Sentinel Peak watches the devel-late many tales of early day experiences Kirke T. Moore znd Frank H. Hereford

| with a calmness and assurance C8RNOW be seen and which are recalled of the trial Prof. G. E. P. 8mith, D. 8. "
4

agricultural projects, the rearing of tall] Although a majority of the hiero- While witnesses for the I_}od.son‘esx.m.

| valley as its own. etruct retaining walls; some still re- was rendered until March 3, 1926.

| Spanleh padres, fired by religious zeal 1t wag only a couple of years ago that Dean Lockwood recalled his conversa- g2

‘{ peak has seen the ;aves of civillzation was found.that it was in the handw of Tucson history. A broad, well-built,
.1 scattering from the crowded east, to =D =
") seek precious metals, & land of sun-
J shine 2nd health, and to build up the
L‘_ very beginning of San Augustine del

I munity to hold Its own and then ex- [288lnst James R. Dodson and Christine y . o (1o pentinels . were constantly

{ chiet municipality of the Terrtory of :Prior to the public hearing, at which|ooo o 1q safegusrded.-

Clothed in its shadows, they trudged

«rcrest they started out afresh each morn-: - ~|and mesa,, : d,
“s1ing to win another bit of ground for ¢ Fhoenix firm of Jokn P. Page &md| ;u;04 In their hearts of the historief:

SENTINEL PEAK; THE PIONEER GU!

Bf HAROLD G. WILSON ! The Peak was also the site of an Bround end its valuc sa a his.toriu]d -"-*-
VERLOOKING Santa Cruz valley, early fortification. few remains of which Point of Interest. On the second day "

that comes with age and experl- DY many Tucson pioneers who can re- Cochran, Al H. Conwron, g. C. Dietrich, .

ity,
opment of Tucson, the expansion of the OB this Deal. went on the stand in behalf of the city b4

i also were heard.
buildings® into the sky-line, and smiles El¥phics which were found on Se¢ntinel
with eatisfaction, for in this same val Peak in the early days have been re- The hearing was continued “:f L
ley the Peak has watched the slow but|/™oved by Tucsonans who somght the October 13 and was ecompleted on mﬂ :
sure struggle of eivilization to win the rock 2s foundation material and to con-‘afternoon of October 14. No declslon

main, a written record of the work of Frank C. Lockwood, dean of the col- "

& long forgotten race. lege of letters, arts and sciences, has -

Despite the important part that the made a comsiderable study of early Ari-_

: Peak played in Tucson’s early history, *ona history ad is one of those Tuc- -

of 'I'uc.-mn_s historic past, and a record Tucson fergot the guardian as she grew sonans who were vitally interested in .

across which time has flashed MARY and prospered. She shook off her de- the movement to prescrve Sentinel Peak 14
and variéd scenes. :

pendence to the Peak ag she did to the as a city park.
Up the valley of the Santa Cruz the g4 gdebe wall that once enclosed Tuc- Olscussing the movement at the time
peak has seen the first advance of the gop. the public hearing was held in Tucson,-

And in this struggle the peak itself
has had a vital part. It is not just an-
other peak, but a guardian, a veteran

and spurred on by the promlise of a land g ¢fty-wide movement was started to tion about the Peak with Dr. Robert. .-
to reclaim. Across this same valley the sgcure the Peak as a city park, when it Farbes, another keen student of early

gwell-defined civic patch—o awitchback -

iprivate owners and was in danger o ;
——led up to the Peak, Dr. Forbes stxted,.
being utilized for commerelal purpcses. nning very mear what s, mow the!

The citizenry was aroused, and dﬂc:rtuns of the old Warner 1.

; iclubs and civie leaders took up the crp
Pueblito 4e Tucson. The peak haw the to save the Peak. . Path of the Bentinels

hordes of wild Apaches scatter destruc- It was up this path that the official *
tion in the path of the pioneers, and | TRrough the local chamber of €0m- g on¢in6ls came and went. It was exlled
aided n the vigil that allowed the cqm- |erce the City of Tueson filed a sultig,iire] Peak because it was the place

M. Dodson, who were then the owners int for decadea
pand into the greatest outpost of north-! posted. From this point fo ;
ern Sonora, and later the eapital ‘md;nt a tract which included the P“'k‘;t;he very life of the city was watched

Arlzena 'the matter was officially discussed,
) g there was widespread eomment amd
(a3 oot of in Petk, Tuessns LSl of o pian 1 eeur 1nd 3 .
Pap PPy verTe %het_hPﬂk- e s [P2eK and forih vp this switch-back, and¥
. Whan the public hearing was star {itrom its summit, viewed the wide-3
homeward at the end of day, and with: : 13 g . %
the morning eun reflected from Ita|.® T9cson 'in October; 1325, the efi¥|ypread, amasing streiches t mountaia

““In later and more. peaceful days,”’% ¥
Dean Lockwood stated, “friends and ..
vers anr plcnicking partiss eclimbed:iF

icompanry. John W. Walker was ap- and heroic days of their anceastora. .

clvllixntio;l‘im p— Q ,po!_nted referee b’ the U. B. md TeR- *To this d-ﬂ-y. Ti_lla.ge nrchlna. groupa

8- - {ister at .Phoenir of Sunday afternoon pleasaré seekers,

In by-gone days it was to this peak: , " e
that Spaniards wenmt to obtain their| ‘Plonecrs Make Pica - jnature lovers and old settlers in whose

useful utensils, for it was covered with- General L. H. Maaning, Henry O,ihearts there still lives the zﬁdqmm A5

a rock very sultable for the construc- Jaastad and T. J. Boettger were among gomance of other days, go Birag “{. 3y

tion of "“metates,” which "were used In the first pioneers to go on the stand in 3

grinding grain. The rock found there behalf of the eity’s cass. Others called

o
i
-,

So ter that -it foupd great favor with its'Roberts, Mrs. B. L. Moffitt and

was of such a peculiar voleanic charac- were Mrs. George Kitt, Mrs. Clara Fish
Mrs.

patrons and, &reording to Charles T. H. B. Leonard Al told of their studles
Connell, keen.stufient of Tueson's early and observations regarding the mouwm
o - tain, pointibg ewt-its use- as’

o
L




; 1 > 3
up this old, broad, but fading trafl. It
fs to be hoped that when the eity ac-
quires Bentinel Peak as a communiy
park the original historic trail om the
nrtheast slope of the mountain will be
re-defined, well marked and much fre-
quented.” c

Used as Watch Tower =

Recalllng stories hiard in his ehild-
hood, Moss Drachman, Tueson ploneer,
tells of hearing tales of the days when
the peak was msed as a natural wateh
tower, where z vigil was malintained to
guard against the encroschments and
ralds of the hated Indiams. He recalls
the old stone fort, er barricade, the re-
mains of which could st§1 be seen whem
he was a boy. .

The Peak, in his estimation, has been
the mesns of saving Tucson on many
occasions from surprise attacks by the
) viizns, and should always be preserved
{ * a monument to the ploneer who la-
bured beneath its mlopes and depended
wpon it for a watch for pending danger,
. A winding road should be oconstructad
to the top of this peak, he declared, #o
that people could drive up the slope
and from there view the surrousding
eauntry. . :

“As 2 boy I have alimbed.to the top
of the peak many times, with com-
panions, and one who has never seen
the view from this point cannot imag-
Ine its magniticance. Vast expanses of
mountaing, mesas and valleys -ars
brought to view, and at rlght when the
lghts are burning the view from thl;__
Peak i rezlly impressive,” he stated, ™

The : Daughters. ef fhe American
1 Revolution at their - meating October
1, 1825, pessed s strong resclution favy-
oring the retention .ef the area 'as g
public recreational gronad. : v
This resolution"declared thiat the land
had been used by the gemeral publie:
and by organirations of the city sinca
the founding of tke Pueblo of Tucsom,
specifically ®s a.point of vantage l'nd_é
vigilance - whew the - town. wag. threat-
ened by hostile Indians, as s mat ,

; <
Park for recreational and faspivgtionaf’

P S e 4
(P e

D. A. R. Peak's e Ve
_‘tﬂ.d flower.’”

i the walled eity of Tucson
‘.called at headquarters of

s . n’
S gt
Sk

> -

tles of the_U;ivarsty of
dents,

marker,

Mrs. Simon Heineman, presidemt off

the Baturday Morning Musical eleb,

took a deep interest in the movement -7
to preserve the peak, declaring: *“Fon

Tucsonans to lose Sentinel Peak wlill be

to lose something that is righttully
theirs—something which they have
learned to sssoclate with the dearest .
traditions of the Old Pueblo's romantia -~

history.”

LI !
G O T R &

The land also contans the original
trall which during the Indian wars was
used by ploneer Tucsonans in statione 3
Ing the city’s sentinels within a stocke 7>

ade on the peak, constituting an hise g e
torical landmark which the soclety hag .-
planned to designate with o permanen¥ |~

Ariona slus

T

-~
T

Additional support for the profect ~& s £ i
econverting the peak into = park wa.."io -

given by John I Rellly. loam]l wnderats

taker
- stated: - F
- ' “Bentinel Peak belongs -to .Tueson}
and i possibly closer to fhe Mearts of
her pioneers than any landmark im the
vicinity.
‘ ideal location for a public park, botH

because of its hallowed past as a Baré -

; rier agzinst surprise i.nvgllcn by the
“murdering Apaches and because
ideal physical charaeteristics.

[+ “Its flora is such in years when rains’

sare plentiful that little additiona} land~
iScaping would be needed to turn it in-
fto & paradise of flowers. I have meen

.4t Hterally covered with yellow popplet,
there is no prettier -

i&nd to my ming

. It was only a month ago that Hil--
+ ario Gallego, Mexiean, who waa born in-
78 years ago,
the Arizona
. Ploneers and Historical soelety and
| tzlked over the Peak's part in Tueson's
.mblﬂavithmmxin;m--
i A lookout was maimtsimed from the
I'Peu.k. he stated, recalling that from
?um point of vavntage the dust of an iz
¥ading group conld be sden for a' Fong
- distane in plenty.of itms to come down’

7% {Contianed aa

o+

and pioneer in the._olty, whae'
- ! L . - e P -

The place would make an #

of itw °
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Tucson’s timeless guardian
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By PAT MORAN BENTON
The Arizona Daity Star

Sentinel Peak isn't spectacular insofar
as mountains go.

It only rises to 2,900 feet, hardly a
towering summit. But if mountains could
talk, this one would have countless tales to
tell, for it has witnessed incredible his-
tory.

" The mountain saw the Hohokam In-
dians centuries ago. They farmed the land
along the banks of the river that flowed
along its base.

It saw the Spaniards trudge in during
the 17th century and put the yoke of Chris-
tianity and civilization upon the valley and
its peoples. )

The mountain even gave its name to the
modern city that was to spring just east of
it. The Indians had called their small com-
munity Schuk shon. It supposedly meant
“at the foot of the black mountain,” the
kame they gave the mound that rose like a
sentinel over their lands. The Spaniards
thought it sounded like Took-sohn. And the
Amencan settlers who came in the mid-
1800s softened it to Too-sahn.

The mountain hasn't been entirely an-
appreciated. The makers of history
showed gratitude sometime ago by desig-
nating the summit a city park. A cad might
say the park befits the mountain: It's un-
Spectawlar

&ltrheparklswnmeumn that. It is
ﬁluq a mess, trashy, strewn with broken
glass. Hardly what one wauld expect to see
whest visiting a designated historical site.
That'is another honor the mountain has
been accorded — historical site.

A drunken poet might find beauty in the
tiny pieces of glass, remnants of countless
brokes bottles that shroud the mountain
top. The light of the western sun bounces
off the bottle-trash. You don't see tiny des-
ert jewels. You see glare. Garish glare that
hurts the eyes and detracts,from the
bre.athu&mg panorama that-fans out be-
neath L!c mountain. . . Ly

Thﬁew {rom the mountaia cklm
#oday. The city spreads mgpnrd

foot of the mountsin, n& even
bind the mountain anlaﬂ :
T‘lmmmum is called Sentinef Peak .

scau '&clndjamuseduﬁaéoomorg

in becauge of the whitewashed
-2f ity peak; Itwas placeg’
University of ‘Aritona sta-.

rock A thit
!iiue?n 1915
(Aenters 1t [} »

- LML ‘\An‘[ L0

“ful.

ore than history

visited upon the mountain by the peoﬁe
who live in its vailey. Carloads of students
continue to add insult toinjury. Every year
they trek up the mountain laden with
buckets of white paint and joyously, mirth-
fully spash the A white again.

Only a sophomore would think it besuti- {4

Another blasphemous act was the carv-
ing of black “holes" in the mountain’s gide. §
From the black holes came black rock
used to baild the foundations of many of
the city's early homes. Sometimes.even
the walls.

For awhile, when the city was less popu-
lated, desert fox and squirrels lived in dens
dug out of the bigger hole's perpendicular
sides. They would scurry in equilibrium-
defying antics acruss the rock will and
peer curiously at the children belgw who
found them comical and wond Then, g
it seemed that all the boys in themearby §
neighborhoods must have received: of
one sart or another and the ani sought
refuge elsewhere. Only the echo of foot-
steps bouncing off the dark rock sur-
vives.

Not content with dxggmg into its bowels
or painting its top, mankind continges to
mark the mountain. Beer bottles, sit-pack
cartons, crumpled hamburger wmppers
and stubby cigarette butts are carelessly
tossed about, non-deeaying 20th century
decorations. The mountain. resembles a
landfill. It is almoét as if the trash mys-
teriously draws more, casting gdirty, spell
on the people and causing them to deliber-
ately lgpore the too few s,y

Oflaxe,mtoptasbeomﬁa favorite
launching spot for gliders who soar to the
earth below. The eagle-imitation Jends a
,hemblance of dignity to the mountain.

The mountain is the site of not one, but
two historical markers. One marks the
spot of the old Wamer Mill, at the north-
eastern baseotthemmmin,whaehﬂs—
slon” Lane meets Mission Koad. The
marker describing the mountain is Jocated
at the base of Sentinel Peak Road and is
mmryimbgddmnww
on their way tp ths top: T&miﬁnube
alg&h&ma;leruﬂ'lemnﬂ‘f. o7

‘The park’ and Kistorical desig
mmmmdrespect.mubngum
mountain continues ta be fidaped: withf
t.rashtheacdedamuommmlybt
silered. hallyay
mﬂunmn'smhiiménhabnmonﬁe

 that is slowly syTounding it. .-
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